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Never is the social and economic 
destiny of a territory a matter of 
coincidence or the outcome of an 
unalterable path. Conversely, such 
destiny always results from choices 
made by local communities and the 
direction imparted by the national 
government. Within the economic 
history of Southern Italy, in spite 
of growth reiteratedly alternating 
with stagnation, a constant feature 
lies in the presence of elites that 
hampered social dissemination of 
economic progress.

Yet, Southern Italy’s industrial 
vitality endured all overturns 
and today expresses productive 
activities that have succeeded in 
attaining excellence by smartly 
competing in global value chains, 
such as aerospace, automobile, 
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pharmaceuticals, and agri-food. For the 
occasion of the G7 Finance Ministers and 
Central Bank Governors Meeting, we wish 
to give way to a number of success stories 
rooted in the productive fabric of Southern 
Italy’s Regions. 

Such experiences stem from the 
successful combination of multiple factors: 
human resources quality appealing foreign 
investors; deeply rooted skills often dating 
back to ancient trades and traditions; and 
the positive function performed by the 
State, which favoured enterprises increase 
in size and stimulated investments from 
other regions both of Italy and abroad. 
Such success stories are evidence that 
benefits for wide segments of Southern 
Italy’s population can result from clear 
distribution of roles between central 
government and local authorities, effective 
drive to such valuable distribution, and 

rigorous use of funding resources. These 
stories teach us that cooperation between 
the European dimension (funds availability, 
expenditure control, and best practice 
sharing), the national dimension (effective 
selection of incentive mechanisms, 
collaboration with non-central level) 
and the local dimension (efficient use of 
resources and identification of ad-hoc 
place-based strategy) enable attaining 
large-scale results. 



Invitalia is Italy’s national Agency for 
inward investment and enterprise 
development, owned by the Ministry 
of Economy and Finance.

The Agency fosters the set-up of 
new productive investments and the 
creation of new enterprises, focusing 
on strategic sectors for the Italian 
economy and promotes Foreign 
Direct Investments. The Agency 
supports productive reconversion and 
requalification projects aimed at reviving 
territories struck by sectorial crises. 

Italy’s Government has endowed 
Invitalia with a comprehensive set 
of policy instruments and adequate 
financial resources aimed at 
supporting entrepreneurship, funding 
competitive upgrade and innovation 
of national and foreign companies 
operating in Italy, and financing large 
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industrial investment projects.

Furthermore, Invitalia manages a variety 
of ad-hoc tools and measures designed 
to leverage on Italian territories’ potentials 
for growth by drawing upon their 
infrastructural endowment conducive to 
economic development within sectors such 
as manufacturing, services and tourism.

Italy’s Southern Regions compose an 
area where unexploited opportunities 
for growth are higher; as such, the vast 
majority of policy instruments and financial 
resources are necessarily addressed to 
this area of the Country.

We considered the G7 Finance Ministers 
and Central Bank Governors Meeting in 
Bari as an extraordinary opportunity to 
showcase both investment potentials and 
a significant selection of entrepreneurial 
success stories in Puglia.

The stories selected reflect Southern Italy’s 
rich and complex economic context: small 
highly specialised and innovative local firms 
operate alongside medium-sized export-
oriented enterprises that constitute a 
major component of Italy’s manufacturing 
backbone, as well as large multinational and 
domestic firms that have invested in such 
Regions, attracted by their outstanding pool 
of talents, infrastructural endowment, and 
available grant and tax schemes.

We hope the success of these 
entrepreneurs and enterprises will inspire 
other likeminded entrepreneurs to look 
at Italy’s South as a great opportunity 
for investment and business. Invitalia is 
willing to support them and provide all the 
expertise and knowledge, as well as the 
financial aid to help convert bright bold 
ideas into successful business.

For more information, please visit www.invitalia.it.



Constantly endowed with strong 
business vocation, Bari area, along 
with Barletta-Andria-Trani (B.A.T.) 
area, currently boasts a dynamic 
and multi-faceted economy. In 
terms of wealth produced, it ranks 
among Italy’s top ten provinces 
and is second, after Naples, within 
Southern Regions.

This area is the heart of the 
regional economic system; its 
strength derives from an evenly 
widespread and well diversified 
economy, encompassing agriculture, 
industry, handicraft, construction, 
advanced tertiary, transport, trade 
and credit, free professions, Public 
Administration, and tourism. In 
this scenario, manufacturing plays 
a leading role. Mainly composed 
of SMEs, which animate dynamic 
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industrial districts such as Bari Agri-
Food (among major Italian districts for 
export performance), Barletta Fashion 
and Footwear District (outsmarting 
emerging Countries’ competition thanks 
to technological content investment), and 
the Salotto della Murgia (Upholstered 
Furniture District, which coped with low-
cost foreign competition after decades 
of world leadership and is now starting 
an export relaunch phase). Bari’s 
Mechatronics District is undoubtedly 
another case of excellence, which involves 
important multinational enterprises as well 
local enterprises that are well-established 
abroad, able to successfully collaborate, 
blend, and thus place Bari among global 
value chains. The healthcare value chain is 
a further emerging reality, with its leading 
clinics, pharmaceutical and biomedical 
productions. Bari’s industrial area hosts a 

number of first-class multinationals, active 
not only on automotive and mechanical 
engineering, but also within sectors such as 
pharmaceuticals. Most of such enterprises 
have made significant investments in 
recent years and have contributed to 
boosting local exports mainly to EU 
markets (Germany, France, Spain, Belgium, 
and UK) as well as Turkey, Tunisia, USA, 
Albania, and China. 

Such production fabric is strongly linked 
with a sound service sector, as Bari’s 
territory hosts a number of leading 
IT enterprises at both national and 
international scale and is endowed with 
valuable know-how generated by the 
presence of the University of Bari and 
Italy’s third polytechnic institute.

Historically consolidated is also the 
construction industry, specialising in public 



works and residential buildings. 
Drawing upon its strong tradition, 
this sector is now engaging in new 
challenges such as sustainable 
building and urban regeneration, 
with large and small enterprises 
outstandingly performing within 
the national scenario. The overview 
cannot fail to point out tourism. The 
territory has fascinating potential, 
supported by several attractions 
such as: Norman-Swabian castles, 
Romanesque cathedrals, Altamura 
and Canosa archaeological sites, as 
well as tourism related to business, 
spas and wedding receptions. Aware 
of such potentials, local businesses 
are committed to internationalising, 
which has indeed been going on for 
several years within all production 
sectors, with exports increased 



by more than 12% since the crisis began. 
Along with innovation, this is the great 
challenge for enterprises in the Bari 
area. Supported by the presence of a 
port and an international airport, both 
increasingly active, Bari entrepreneurs 
have good chances to succeed. Moreover, 
international vocation has been, over 
centuries, a distinctive feature of local 
civilisation, and it will probably continue to 
be so today, within globalisation’s difficult – 
yet promising – horizon.



TECHNOLOGY VALUE CHAINS

Aerospace

Agri-food

Mechatronics

Life Sciences



Global manufacturing geography has 
remarkably evolved, as a result of 
several factors such as: new production 
dynamics linked to recent globalisation; 
emergence of new industrial paradigms; 
dismantling of physical and regulatory 
constraints previously limiting production 
value chains and transfer of industrial 
technologies and know-how. Versus the 
past, the international manufacturing 
scenario currently reveals significant 
discontinuity, as new global competition is 
marked by emerging economies’ increasing 
importance also in terms of knowledge 
and R&I investment. The competitive 
advantages attained by advanced 
economies (USA, Europe, Japan) are 
constantly rearranged and challenged 
by new emerging protagonists such as 
China, Taiwan, South Korea, and Vietnam, 
which until a few decades ago were still 

at the margins of development dynamics. 
Within a context of ever-accelerating 
global economic transformation, Italy 
has proved its ability to remain highly 
competitive within several industrial 
sectors, thanks to effective collaboration 
and sound activities/know-how integration 
between its numerous Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) and large enterprises, 
namely the few “system integrators”, 
across the Country.

Italy currently holds world leadership 
positions in high technology sectors 
characterised by competitive and highly 
innovative enterprises (e.g. automotive 
and mechatronics), and notably: 
components, agri-food (where “Made in 
Italy” tradition and quality are associated 
with scientific research, innovation and 
development) and aerospace (where 
Italian companies hold excellent positions 





within highly competitive international 
value chains). In this scenario, also 
Southern Italy’s enterprises operating 
within high-tech districts and hubs have 
played a prominent role in terms of 
competitive ability based upon advanced 
technologies, enhancement of skills 
available to local system workers, and 
well-established and well-functioning 
relationships with universities and research 
centres. Such innovative enterprises are 
rooted in networks and districts fuelling 
complex institutional circuits in terms of 
business and human capital formation and 
research, and notably drawing upon their 
interactions and co-evolutions. All these 
assets have enabled consolidating, within 
Italy’s “Innovating South”, a unique heritage 
of innovative capacity, sophistication, 
productions and qualified institutions, 
which confirms Italy’s South plays a 

persistent industrial role, which consistently 
proves to be advanced, dynamic and 
open. 

High-tech enterprises located in Southern 
Italy employ tens of thousands of workers, 
plus thousands of engineers, computer 
scientists, physicists and other qualified 
technical figures who are directly/indirectly 
linked to local productions. Total turnover 
hovers around several tens of billions of 
euros, of which approximately one third 
aimed at exports. As a matter of example, 
almost one quarter of the national 
aerospace turnover is concentrated 
and just under one fifth of exports in 
Campania’s District alone, the latter 
rising to more than a third and a quarter, 
respectively, gross turnover and exports 
performed in Puglia’s District.





The presence of large multinational 
companies (STMicroelectronics, Leonardo, 
Magneti Marelli, Powertrain, MERMEC) 
and excellence research centres (CNR, 
CIRA, CNR, ENEA) endows Italy’s South 
with remarkable scientific and industrial 
expertise which are precious to industries’ 
competitiveness linked to technological 
innovation and likely to be an asset also in 
other more traditional industrial sectors in 
the future. 

The enterprises within technology districts 
and hubs located in Italy’s Southern 
Regions generate and coexist on a daily 
basis with a considerable volume of 
intangible resources. A systematic flow of 
knowledge and skills, both formal and tacit, 
information and experiments that can also 
trigger side-uses for other productions. 
Enterprises and districts endowed with a 
critical mass of quality requirements to 

attract new investments in Southern Italy 
and in the rest of the Country.

Below, in-depth samples of the four areas 
identified as priorities for promoting Italy’s 
South image on the occasion of the G7 
Finance Summit in Bari (11-13 May 2017) – 
in detail: 

● Aerospace

● Agri-Food

●	Mechatronics

●	Life Sciences



Aerospace
At the edge of innovation



Italy is a leading aerospace player at 
European and worldwide level with €14 
billion turnover and over 50,000 workers 
(2015). Italy’s leadership draws upon a 
lengthy and consolidated manufacturing 
tradition, built around a compact 
network of industrial (both multinational 
companies and SMEs) and research 
competences that fuel innovative (R&D 
expenditure: about 12% of turnover) 
and internationalised productions (€9.5 
billion exports). The goals pursued in 
fostering sector development and 
competitiveness are now fully met thanks 
to the establishment of the National 
Aerospace Technological Cluster (Cluster 
Tecnologico Nazionale Aerospazio – CTNA), 
which aggregates Italy’s industrial and 
technological assets.

Italy’s Southern Regions (notably 
Campania and Puglia) boast skills and 
areas of excellence with remarkable 
project-designing and manufacturing 
capacity in all value chain segments 
(space, defense, and aeronautics). The 
two Regions generate approximately 
one third of national revenues, show 
very high propensity for research (with 
significant public and private investment 
programmes), and provide strong boost to 
commercial relations with foreign markets 
(Campania alone covers almost 20% of 
national exports).

The massive presence of enterprises 
and research institutes has favoured 
the creation of two major aerospace 
technology centres specialising in: 
components and sensors; board systems; 
defense communications and systems; 
propulsion and energy efficiency systems; 





space technologies; micro/nano-satellites; 
advanced materials and smart structures.

Thanks to its size and remarkable 
innovation capacity, the aerospace sector 
has been playing a strategic and driving 
role for regional economies, generating 
technological impacts on a number of 
sectors (telecommunications, utilities, 
health services, transport).

KEY FACTS
● Strong production vocation with major 

international players (Leonardo, EMA, 
GE Aviation, Vitrociset, Magnaghi 
Aeronautica Telespazio, Atitech, Alenia 
Aermacchi, AgustaWestland, Salver, 
Blackshape), together with a network 
of approx. 200 innovative and dynamic 
enterprises.

● Concentration of relevant technological 
skills within an extensive network of 
university departments providing 
quality training courses on industrial 
engineering, physical sciences and 
mathematics. The know-how offered by 
7 Universities is complemented with the 
offer from several centres of excellence 
(CIRA, CNR, ENEA, Formit, IMAST, CRDC 
Technologies, CRDC CERICT, Cetma, and 
Opte Consortium).





● Very wide pools of skilled workforce: 
approx. 20,000 workers in the value 
chain; an average of nearly 6,500 
graduates per year in science and 
engineering; over 550 university 
researchers.

● Remarkable innovation and 
internationalisation performance: 
Campania and Puglia Regions account 
for 30% of Italian exports and significant 
public and private investments (about 
€120million in the next three-year period 
for the Campania’s DAC District; over 
40% of Apulia’s enterprises participate in 
R&I projects).

● Remarkable aggregation and 
collaboration capacity thanks to 
technology districts and networks that 
promote shared strategies around 
priority technological streams and 

boost training and internationalisation 
of specialised profiles: Campania’s 
Aerospace District and RITAM; and 
Puglia’s Aerospace Technology District.



Agri-food
Nurturing innovation 



Italy’s agri-food value chain is the Country’s 
first economic asset, with approx. 58,000 
enterprises generating nearly €135 billion 
turnover and employing 385,000 workers. 
The agri-food sector is dynamic and 
strongly projected on international markets 
(€31.6 billion exports), also boosted by 
the presence of the National Agri-Food 
Technology Cluster (Cluster Tecnologico 
Agrifood Nazionale – CL.A.N.), which 
promotes collaboration between research, 
enterprises and institutions throughout 
Italy to strengthen competitiveness 
along the whole value chain by spreading 
innovation and capitalising on scientific 
research results.

Italy’s Southern Regions strongly 
contribute to agri-food competitiveness 
with a robust industrial structure revolving 
around 34 specialised agri-food districts, 
smartly combining both product/process 

tradition and innovation, and ensuring high 
quality standards.

The extensive and consolidated 
manufacturing tradition is increasingly 
integrated with the technology offer, 
thanks to 10 technology districts and 
specialised networks that remarkably 
contribute to R&D and favour 
establishment of new innovative 
companies.

Agri-food relevance to Southern Italy’s 
economy is even more evident within 
Southern Regions’ development strategies 
that provide for major investments on 
thematic issues such as food quality and 
safety, cutting-edge technology innovation, 
sustainability and biodiversity





KEY FACTS
● Major concentration of increasingly 

internationalised enterprises: 
approximately 40% of Italian enterprises 
are located in Southern Regions, 
which absorb more than 40% of total 
employees and over 22% of total agri-
food exports.

● Strongly integrated value chains, 
presence of leading companies, 
widespread awareness of the strategic 
role played by horizontal cooperation, a 
“young” entrepreneurial class that led to 
the creation of 34 specialised production 
districts along the whole value chain.

● A qualified and extensive R&I system: 
14 universities boasting sectoral 
competences, 13 CREA research 
institutes and centres, CNR, ENEA, 
research centres and private subjects.

● Extensive system of technological 
districts and networks supporting 
innovation and technology transfer – i.e., 
Agrifoodtech District, Nanofood, Linfa 
(Calabria); GENOPOM, M2Q, MAREA 
(Campania); Apulia’s Biotechnological 
District (Distretto Biotecnologico 
Pugliese), Agri-Food Technology District, 
AGROGEN (Puglia); Eco-friendly 
Agrobiotechnology and Fishing District 
(Distretto Tecnologico Agrobio e Pesca 
Eco-compatibile) (Sicilia).



Mechatronics
Log on to innovation



The fusion of mechanical and electronic 
skills triggers one of the most promising 
sectors for integrating 4.0 innovation 
paths. The Italian economy boasts 
standards of absolute excellence, with a 
manufacturing and process automation 
sector worth €4.1 billion, approximately 
€1.2 billion exports and an absolute global 
manufacturer role – i.e. Italy is one of the 
only five Countries in the world exceeding 
$100 billion surplus; and is ranked fourth in 
the globe as to machinery trade balance 
($59.5 billion surplus). The evolution of the 
Italian manufacturing sector towards new 
product systems, processes/technologies 
and innovative manufacturing systems will 
also be contributed by the Smart Factory 
Cluster that aggregates companies and 
research centres throughout the Country.
Italy’s Southern Regions fully partake 
such evolutionary process as they host 

hubs where significant industrial and 
research skills are concentrated. Another 
asset lies in the massive investment 
in regional strategies for application 
domains ranging from industrial robotics 
to sustainable mobility, from domotics 
to agrimechatronics, from machinery to 
biomedicine.





KEY FACTS
● Presence of internationally renowned 

players (Getrag, Magneti Marelli 
Powertrain, MERMEC, Centro Ricerche 
Fiat, STMicroelectronics) favouring and 
stimulating the introduction of digital 
technologies in manufacturing industry 
processes.

● An industrial network with 25 
manufacturing districts specialising in 
(automotive, aerospace, food, fashion) 
sectors involved in digital transformation 
processes.

● Availability of highly qualified workforce 
thanks to the presence of prestigious 
universities and vocational training 
centres: 13 university centres providing 
training on mechanical engineering and 
automation engineering, CNR institutes, 
public and private research centres

● Presence of seven technological districts 
and networks that, via major public 
and private investment programmes 
and project-designing initiatives 
(Apulia Manufacturing RDMI Hub), 
boost enterprises’ R&D capacity by 
raising supply technological standards: 
IMAST District, TRIPODE (Campania); 
Mechatronics District – MEDIS, High-
Tech District – DHITECH, RITMA (Puglia); 
Micronanosystem District, DISAM District 
(Sicilia).



Life Sciences
Where life is science



Within the Life Sciences sector, Italy 
is amongst global leading players: 
Europe’s second largest actor as per 
pharmaceutical production and number of 
enterprises, third continental market, top 
ranking in Europe for the number of clinical 
studies (around 1/5 of the total) and 
among the best 5 Countries worldwide 
as per number of publications and 
quotations in 10 specific areas of medicine 
and biotechnology. The Italian industry is 
strongly evolving and increasingly projected 
towards innovative biotechnology 
segments in the medical sector. Strong 
investment propensity with over €1.4 
billion R&D expenditure, high-quality sub-
contractors, marked internationalisation 
propensity, highly skilled human resources 
and ever-expanding entrepreneurship – 
often the result of academic spin-offs or 
large industrial groups – characterise this 
growing sector, and underlie government 

policies for establishment of the Alisei 
National Technology Cluster (Cluster 
Tecnologico Nazionale Alisei), which 
encompasses a number of industrial and 
research entities located in Southern 
Regions. 

Italy’s South is an important hub within 
the Italian value chain, holding established 
enterprises and a tradition of excellence in 
the medical research sector. 

Southern Regions host a remarkable 
percentage of Italy’s workforce (almost 
15% of direct/indirect workers at national 
level) and enterprises (over 16% of the 
total). In recent years, cooperation 
between research and enterprise 
systems has resulted in developing and 
consolidating remarkable biotechnology 
districts in Campania, Puglia, Sicilia 
and Calabria, within sectors such as: 
specialised molecular and advanced 





diagnostics, bioinformatics and Big Data, 
E-health, nanobiotechnologies and 
advanced materials, therapeutic testing, 
vaccines, and drug delivery technologies.

In Italy’s Southern Regions, Life Sciences 
are an important source of innovation, 
strengthening territories’ competitiveness, 
promoting investment attractiveness, and 
enhancing both scientific and productive 
skills.

KEY FACTS
●	 A key economic sector endowed with 

strong innovation propensity: Italy’s 
Southern Regions host 10% of biotech 
enterprises, over 10,000 employees 
in the pharmaceutical industry with 
over €1 billion turnover, and R&D 
expenditure equal to 5% of the total. A 
sound industrial presence with world-
renowned players (Sanofi Aventis, Merck 
Serono, Novartis, Pfizer, Menarini) and 
highly innovative Italian enterprises 
(Dompé, Pierrel and Sifi).

● A tradition of excellence in the medical 
research sector, with a widespread 
university fabric (over 20 universities) 
cooperating with CNR institutes, ENEA, 
an extensive network of IRCSS (9), and 
several centres of excellence (Biogem, 
Ceinge, BioTekNet SCpA, G. Pascale 





Foundation, TIGEM, nanobiotechnology 
and biomolecular electronics Unit of 
NNL).

● Strong internationalisation propensity: 
approx. € 2.2billion exports, worth about 
10% of Italy’s sectoral trade interchange.

● An extensive network of technological 
districts and centres that aggregate 
highly-skilled production, research and 
technology transfer entities: Bioscience, 
Ehealthnet, Biocam, (Campania); Puglia’s 
agri-food biotech district (Distretto 
Biotecnologico Agroalimentare Pugliese), 
H-BIO (Puglia); Biotecnomed, Nutramed 
(Calabria); Biomedical District (Sicilia).



Smart 
specialisation
strategies



Within EU Cohesion Policy for 2014-2020, 
national and regional authorities in charge 
of managing funds (Managing Authorities 
– MAs) are required to develop their own 
Smart Specialisation Strategy (S3). 

S3s are unitary policy tools and require: 
defining shared strategies for structural 
change and focusing resources on 
attainable, measurable goals; seeking new 
forms of coordination within the Country 
and at multiple government levels.

The objective pursued is to promote 
investment concentration on strategically 
relevant thematic priorities so as to 
enhance research and production systems 
competitiveness.

Within S3 definition and implementation, 
Invitalia supported relevant national and 
regional authorities in the aim to:

● Strengthen their institutional, 
administrative and governance capacity 
within R&I policies;

● Orient and focus priority setting 
and selection of most appropriate 
instruments consistently with the 
objectives pursued and the financial 
resources to be committed;

● Enhance synergies between different 
government levels and between relevant 
regional authorities so as to complement 
actions and avoid overlapping;

● Promote stakeholders’ engagement to 
favour public-private participation.

With the involvement of relevant Regions 
and sector experts, Invitalia designed “The 
Technological Specialisation Map”, namely 
a methodological work conducive to smart 
specialisation strategy definition.



“The Technological Specialisation Map” 
was indeed a “pioneering” survey – 
conducted by means of focus groups and 
field interviews to privileged subjects – 
aimed at identifying territories’ excellence 
and devising effective guidelines to 
steer research activity and technology 
demand within enterprises. The goals 
pursued are: building a shared strategic 
framework revolving around Regions’ 
assets and capable of driving the whole 
system; strengthening regional identity; 
enhancing regional policies’ effectiveness 
through action concentration and 
integration; consolidating the production 
system evolution towards knowledge and 
innovation economy.

NATIONAL SMART SPECIALISATION 
STRATEGY
Italy’s National Smart Specialisation 
Strategy (NSSS) was designed by the 
Ministry of Economic Development and 
the Ministry of Education, University 
and Research. The NSSS is aimed at: 
boosting technological and industrial 
competences and excellence; fostering 
national and regional policies integration; 
devising an innovation chain converting 
research results into production system 
competitiveness and citizens’ enhanced 
wellbeing.

Through open and targeted participation 
mechanisms involving both public and 
private stakeholders, the NSSS identified 5 
national thematic specialisation domains, 
itemised via 31 technological development 
trajectories. The specialisation domains 



represent the “frontier” to which the 
Country-System is to aim within the global 
competition scenario; they express a 
perspective view successfully matching 
both the supply of competences and skills 
by now rooted within territories and the 
market demand, current as well as latent.

Areas’ potentials can arise from:

● Social-related innovations: active 
ageing; emerging nutrition and health 
needs; mobility evolution involving cities, 
large urban centres and rural areas; 
countering climate change; preventing 
natural disasters; and administrative 
transparency;

● Combining traditional skills with digital 
technologies;

● Manufacturing hybridisation via new 
technologies;

● Increasing services pervasiveness, thus 
generating added value and improving 
both inherent and perceived quality of 
products, converting them into complex 
and multifunctional systems.

REGIONAL SMART SPECIALISATION 
STRATEGIES
Each Region identified one or more 
specialisation domains following a listening 
and sharing path with socio-economic 
partners, with a view to building a joint 
vision for 2014-2020.

Specialisation domains reveal the scientific 
and productive vocations of territories’ 
excellence, as well as the innovation offer 
from the research and industry world 
which is worth developing and enhancing.



The Development 
Agreement



The Development Agreement is a 
concessional instrument dedicated to 
supporting large strategic and innovative 
investments.
It aims to encourage sector 
redevelopment, the development of 
supply chains and specialised clusters, 
competitive repositioning of traditional 
industries and the attraction of foreign 
investment, through the creation of 
networks of enterprises and the promotion 
of investment in industrial research and 
experimental development.

NEW PROCEDURES OF 
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT AIMED 
AT:
1. Providing a fast lane (fast track) for 

resources and a reduction of time, 
focusing on strategic interventions

2. Stimulating the financial intervention of 
the Regions, through an effective tool 
for the pursuit of objectives of Smart 
Territorial Specialisation Strategy

3. Accelerating the implementation of 
development programme of significant 
size and their subsequent impact on 
the territories, especially in the South

TWO MAJOR NEW PROCEDURES OF 
THE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT:
● a strong time reduction (-30%) in 

evaluation of the proposals and the 
dispensing by facilities. Total time 
reduced from the 150 days necessary 
earlier to 110 days necessary presently.

● Greater involvement and investments 
by Regional administrations in the 
proposals deemed to be strategically 
important.



BRIDGESTONE
Puglia



Bridgestone Italia Manufacturing S.p.A. is 
active in the tyre manufacturing and trade 
sector. 

It has been based in Modugno (Bari) 
since 1962 and is 100% controlled by 
Bridgestone Corporation – Tokyo.

Thanks to the related Development 
Agreement, the enterprise invested EUR 
41.3 million (including EUR 12.4 million 
public grant) on a project, concluded at 
end-2015, for corporate reconversion and 
product concentration on general use car 
tyres.

The agreement enabled the enterprise 
to remain located in Italy (the holding 
company announced its closure in 2013) 
and consolidate its employment levels 
(workforce: 560 staff units).



ENTERRA
Puglia



Enterra S.p.A., a French controlled 
company, is active in the renewable 
energy sector. Headquartered in Scalo 
Rignano Garganico (Foggia), Enterra 
is part of Belenergia Group (70%) and 
Stilo Immobiliare Finanziaria S.r.l. (30%), 
respectively.

Thanks to the related Development 
Agreement, the company is investing 
over EUR 45 million (including EUR 26.4 
million public grant) to create a new 
biomass-fuelled power plant in Rignano 
Scalo (Foggia) in Puglia, derived from the 
agri-food and agroforestal value chain 
and aimed at generating 13-MW nominal 
power electricity.

The initiative will enable creating 25 new 
jobs – both via direct recruitment and sub-
contracting.



VODAFONE
Puglia/Calabria



Born in 1995 (as Omnitel), in 2001 
Vodafone Italia S.p.A. becomes part of 
Vodafone, the world’s largest international 
mobile communications group.

The project carried out under the related 
Development Agreement led to EUR 50 
million investment (including EUR 15 million 
public grant).

The objectives pursued are: enhancing 
mobile and fixed telecommunications 
network in Calabria and Puglia; upgrading 
services coverage areas; and introducing 
new technologies providing connectivity up 
to 100mbit/s (minimum latency).



GRUPPO OLEARIO 
PORTARO
Calabria



Gruppo Olearo Portaro S.r.l. is an 
active Calabrian olive oil industry. Its 
headquarters are located in Belvedere di 
Spinello (Crotone).

Thanks to the related Development 
Agreement, the company invested EUR 
12.9 million (including EUR 9.3 million public 
grant) to establish a plant in Belvedere di 
Spinello (Crotone), which involves, inter alia, 
the creation of 45 new jobs.

The resources delivered enabled 
purchasing machinery, equipment and 
building the new facility for olive oil 
production and packaging.



EMA ROLLS ROYCE
Campania



Established in 1990 by Finmeccanica S.p.A. 
(67%) and Rolls-Royce Plc (33%), Europea 
Microfusioni Aerospaziali S.p.A. has been 
fully owned by Rolls-Royce since 2010.

The enterprise, headquartered in Morra 
de’ Sanctis (Avellino), manufactures 
enriched league blades for engines and 
turbines aimed at the aeronautical, energy, 
civil and military sectors.

The innovative project supported by the 
related Development Agreement involved 
EUR 36.7 million investment (including 
EUR 19.5 million public grant) aimed at 
manufacturing ceramic cores (formerly 
purchased) for engine and turbine blades 
cooling, and development of melting 
simulation software.



KIMBO
Campania



Kimbo S.p.A., leading Italian manufacturer 
of packaged coffee, is based in Melito di 
Napoli (Naples) and was founded by the 
Rubino brothers in 1963.

Via the related Development Agreement, 
the company is investing EUR 28.4 million 
(including EUR 8.8 million public grant) to 
enhance the production capacity of the 
Melito industrial site.

The project is aimed at modernising 
Melito’s facility and Nola’s logistics 
structure, and initiating a research 
and development project aimed at 
an innovative roasting process and 
a biodegradable and compostable 
packaging system.



DENSO THERMAL 
SYSTEMS
Campania



Denso Thermal Systems S.p.A. 
supplies the world’s leading automotive 
manufacturers with thermal systems for 
air conditioning and cooling of car and 
commercial/industrial vehicle engines. 
Established in 1987, it is controlled by 
Japan’s Denso Group, a world leader in 
the sector of automotive thermal systems.

With the related Development Agreement, 
the company is investing EUR 49.5 million 
(including EUR 24.8 million public grant) 
to boost the production plant located in 
Avellino and employing more than 800 
workers.

Within the plant located in the 
Pianodardine area in Avellino, new 
production lines will be created and 
existing ones will be enhanced to 
produce next generation radiators, 
new refrigeration evaporators and new 
condensers for engine cooling systems. 
Furthermore, a high-efficiency tri-
generation plant will be built to produce 
electricity and heat entirely aimed at 
supplying the industrial plant.



MONTICCHIO 
GAUDIANELLO
Basilicata



Monticchio Gaudianello S.p.A. is an active 
enterprise manufacturing and marketing 
mineral waters and soft drinks. It has been 
operative in Rionero in Vulture (Potenza) 
since 1890 and is 100% controlled by Norda 
S.p.A.

Thanks to the relevant Development 
Agreement, the enterprise is investing 
EUR 32.9 million (including EUR 24.7 million 
public grant) on upgrading and expansion 
of the production capacity of a new plant 
located 3 Km away from Gaudianello’s 
original site, in the Vulture area.

The project also envisages the 
construction of an aqueduct between 
the two plants, aiming to: increase 
production flexibility and hydrominerinary 
resources sustainability; reduce waste; 
and safeguard, both in qualitative and 
quantitative terms, groundwater basins.



STMICROELECTRONICS
Sicilia



Established in 1987, STMicroelectronics 
S.r.l. belongs to the international group 
controlled by STMicroelectronics NV, one 
of the world’s largest manufacturers of 
electronic components mainly used in 
sectors such as: consumer electronics, 
automotive, computer peripherals, mobile 
phones and industry.

The related Development Agreement 
entailed EUR 44.9 million investment 
(including EUR 28.9 million public grant) 
and an industrial development programme 
broken down as follows:

● A production investment project 
for innovative upgrading of the 
electronic device manufacturing plant 
(semiconductors) located in Catania; 
and

● A research and development project 
aimed at productive investment 
on enhanced semiconductors 
(performance, cost and cycle time).



TELECOM ITALIA 
AND ITALTEL
Sicilia



Telecom Italia S.p.A. and Italtel S.p.A. 
are two companies operating in the 
telecommunications sector. 

The project supported by the related 
Development Agreement triggered more 
than EUR 61 million investment (of which 
EUR 18 million public grant) aimed at 
promoting broadband dissemination and 
use of innovative services in Sicilia.

Telecom Italia’s investment is designed 
to increase fixed and mobile broadband 
capacity throughout Sicilia by expanding 
fiber optic network infrastructure so as 
to replace copper lines and thus promote 
innovative services. The project will also 
boost next generation ultra-broadband 
networks. 

Italtel’s intervention will enable crating a 
high-quality software platform to deliver 
video, voice, and Internet services via next 
generation networks, and diversifying the 
production of the Carini plant (Palermo) by 
creating software factory infrastructure 
and an engineering centre for industrial 
production of high-quality software.



Development 
Agreements  
from 2011 to 2016



REGION PROPONENT ACTIVITIES
OCCUPATION 
CREATED/ 
SAFEGUARDED

TOTAL 
INVESTMENTS 
ACTIVITED 
(MLN)

TOTAL
BENEFITS 
GRANTED 
(MLN) 

Puglia SICILIANI INDUSTRIA LAV. CARNE Processing, preservation and 
production of meat 157 € 12 € 3,5

Puglia ENTERRA Energy Production 25 € 45,2 € 26,4

Puglia BRIDGESTONE ITALIA Tire manufacturing 560 € 41,3 € 12,4

Puglia TUA INDUSTRIES SRL Production of innovative cars and 
components 448 € 48,9 € 36,6

Calabria GRUPPO OLEARIO PORTARO Olive Oil production 45 € 12,9 € 9,3

Calabria GENCO CARMELA E FIGLI Tourism 152 € 20 € 13,7

Calabria MEDCENTER CONTAINER TERMINAL Logistics 1.310 € 28,7 € 7,2

Calabria TED EXCLUSIVE SRL Tourism 117 € 48,2 € 33,7

Calabria - 
Campania - Puglia 
- Sicilia

LINKEM Telecommunications 240 € 45,3 € 29,8

Calabria - 
Campania TELECOM ITALIA Telecommunications 9.343 € 68,9 € 22

Calabria - Puglia VODAFONE OMNITEL BV Telecommunications 108 € 50 € 15

Campania LA REGINA DI SAN MARZANO Food preservation 199 € 19,9 € 9,9

Campania DIOMIRA Toursim 741 € 35,4 € 26,6

Campania MULTICEDI Supermarket 722 € 35,8 € 11,2



REGION PROPONENT ACTIVITIES
OCCUPATION 
CREATED/ 
SAFEGUARDED

TOTAL 
INVESTMENTS 
ACTIVITED 
(MLN)

TOTAL
BENEFITS 
GRANTED 
(MLN) 

Campania EUROPEA MICROFUSIONI 
AEROSPAZIALI Aeronautic materials manufacturing 601 € 36,7 € 19,5

Campania CAFE' DO BRASIL - KIMBO Coffee porcessing 151 € 28,4 € 8,8

Campania COSTRUZIONI AERONAUTICHE 
TECNAM 

Aeronautic and component 
manufacturing 603 € 38,3 € 25,2

Campania BENINCASA Food preservation 189 € 19,8 € 14,4

Campania DI MAURO OFFICINE GRAFICHE Packaging 208 € 31,5 € 16,7

Campania MBDA ITALIA Aerospace 491 € 44 € 18,1

Campania UNILEVER ITALIA MANUFACTURING Ice cream prodcution 1.009 € 33,9 € 10,2

Campania VILLA MEDITERRANEA CAPRI Toursim 226 € 29,2 € 14,4

Campania DENSO THERMAL SYSTEM Automotive components 830 € 49,5 € 24,8

Campania SEDA ITALY Packaging 1.184 € 48,2 € 25,7

Campania FERRARELLE Mineral water production and bottling 398 € 34,1 € 25,6

Campania WHIRLPOOL EUROPE Household appliances manufacturing 588 € 31 € 9,7

Campania SAN GIORGIO Food production 675 € 45,1 € 26

Campania CON.SAR Food preservation 294 € 26,4 € 16

Campania SICA Food preservation 258 € 19,6 € 13,6

Campania POEMA Aeronautic materials manufacturing 736 € 38,1 € 16,3

Campania FIORDAGOSTO SRL Tomato processing 83 € 18,8 € 9,4

Campania PASTIFICIO LUCIO GAROFALO SPA Food production 195 € 47,7 € 32,9



REGION PROPONENT ACTIVITIES
OCCUPATION 
CREATED/ 
SAFEGUARDED

TOTAL 
INVESTMENTS 
ACTIVITED 
(MLN)

TOTAL
BENEFITS 
GRANTED 
(MLN) 

Campania ICAB SPA Tomato processing 73 € 8 € 3,8

Campania GIAGUARO Tomato processing 205 € 21,1 € 13,9

Campania LAMINAZIONE SOTTILE Aluminum production (expansion of 
production capacity) 297 € 42,7 € 28,5

Campania KIMBO New production lines for graining and 
roasting coffee 210 € 23,1 € 16,9

Campania CARTIERA CONFALONE Paper Manufacturing and logistic 
services 90 € 46,4 € 34,8

Campania CMO SRL Life sciences 262 € 45 € 33,8

Campania V. BESANA Snack and biscuit production 441 € 13,8 € 9,5

Campania LA DORIA Agroindustry 667 € 23,9 € 12

Campania DE CLEMENTE CONSERVE SPA Agroindustry 190 € 14,8 € 11,1

Campania LETE Extension production unit for water 
production 192 € 28,1 € 7,4

Campania INDUSTRIA ITALIANA AUTOBUS SPA Transportation 302 € 23,7 € 17,8

Campania GRUPPO MATALUNI SRL Production and marketing of 
Alimentary Oil 80 € 13,4 € 9,9

Campania COPPOLA SPA Processing and preservation of fruits 
and vegetables 159 € 16,4 € 9,5

Campania PASTIFICIO DI MARTINO GAETANO 
& F.LLI SPA Pasta Production 173 € 28,3 € 7,1



REGION PROPONENT ACTIVITIES
OCCUPATION 
CREATED/ 
SAFEGUARDED

TOTAL 
INVESTMENTS 
ACTIVITED 
(MLN)

TOTAL
BENEFITS 
GRANTED 
(MLN) 

Campania D'AVANZO MASTERSFRUIT SRL Processing and preservation of fruits 
and vegetables 40 € 7,6 € 5,7

Campania DECOM
Design and manufacturing of 
mechanical parts for aircrafts and 
spacecrafts

191 € 25,9 € 16,7

Campania BIOPLAST SRL Packaging 591 € 42,8 € 21,5

Campania GE AVIO SRL Aircraft components 1.048 € 60,6 € 18

Campania - Sicilia PARMALAT Dairy Prodcution 187 € 22,9 € 11,4

Campania - Sicilia SOL Technical gas production 573 € 32,1 € 23,6

Campania - Sicilia CARTESAR SPA Paper production 337 € 48,2 € 24,5

Basilicata RO.MA. IMMOBILIARE Hotel accomodation 77 € 30,1 € 11,3

Basilicata INIZ. TURISTICHE MATARAZZO (ITM) Hotel accomodation 87 € 20,5 € 11,3

Basilicata MONTICCHIO GAUDIANELLO SPA Mineral water production 123 € 32,9 € 24,7

Basilicata - Puglia NATUZZI SPA Sofa Manufacturing 1.918 € 37,8 € 26,9

Molise I.N.M. NEUROMED Health 609 € 30,2 € 19,1

Sicilia ITEM Toursim 286 € 48,2 € 24,1

Sicilia TELECOM ITALIA Telecommunications 2.597 € 61,8 € 18,7

Sicilia VODAFONE OMNITEL NV Telecommunications 223 € 46,9 € 15



REGION PROPONENT ACTIVITIES
OCCUPATION 
CREATED/ 
SAFEGUARDED

TOTAL 
INVESTMENTS 
ACTIVITED 
(MLN)

TOTAL
BENEFITS 
GRANTED 
(MLN) 

Sicilia SASOL ITALY ENERGIA Energy Production 415 € 40 € 30

Sicilia STMICROELECTRONICS Semiconductor production 3.942 € 44,9 € 28,9

Sicilia PARMON Sanitary-hygienic product 
manufacturing 107 € 27,3 € 20,4

Sicilia BLUTEC Automotive Components 400 € 94,8 € 71,1

Sicilia RITEMPRA Toursim 140 € 40,4 € 10,1

Sicilia MARSALA YACHTING RESORT Marina yachting 72 € 37,4 € 28,1

Sicilia AEROVIAGGI SPA Hotel Village 459 € 25,6 € 14,2

Sicilia CIELLE IMBALLAGGI Plastic packaging manufacturing 144 € 40,4 € 29,8

Sicilia VITA SRL Tourist Resort 67 € 21,7 € 15,7

Sardegna EURALENERGY Energy Porduction 357 € 98,7 € 74

Sardegna RENOVO BIOEDIL Bio construction materials 59 € 24,8 € 17,6

TOTAL 72 41.275 € 2.526 € 1.413





SUBMITTED PROJECTS
Geographical area

Area of activity

FUNDED INITIATIVES
Geographical area

Area of activity

Tabella 1

North-Centre 108
Mul0regional 5
South 473

North-Centre
Multiregional
South

473 (81%)

5 (1%)

108 (18%)

1

Tabella 1

Business 19
Industrial	
development 217

Agricultural	products	
transforma:on 112

Tourism 232
Environmental	
protec:on 6

Business
Industrial development
Agricultural products transformation
Tourism
Environmental protection

217 (37%)

112 (19%)

232 (40%)

6 (1%) 19 (3%)

1

Tabella 1

Business 1
Industrial	
development 55

Agricultural	products	
transforma8on 25

Tourism 11

Business
Industrial development
Agricultural products transformation
Tourism

55 (60%)

25 (27%)

11 (12%)
1 ( 1%)

1

Tabella 1

North-Centre 14
South 78

North-Centre
South

78 (85%)

14 (15%)

1



Invitalia is the National agency for inward investment promotion and 
enterprise development. Its shares are fully owned by the Ministry 
of Economy. It acts on behalf of the Government to increase Italy’s 
competitiveness focusing on strategic sectors for development and 
employment especially in southern Italy.  As such Invitalia enhances 
the potential of territories, shapes opportunities for development and 
fosters dialogue among enterprises, public administrations and citizens.




