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Signor Presidente del Consiglio dei Governatori,  

Signori Governatori,  

Signor Presidente dell’IFAD,  

Signori Delegati. 

E’ per me un onore aprire i lavori della Trentottesima Riunione del 

Consiglio dei Governatori dell’IFAD e darvi il benvenuto a nome del 

Governo italiano. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

2015 is a pivotal year for development at three levels. 

First, at the global level, 2015 is a turning point to take stock of progress 

toward the Millennium Development Goals and launch the way forward. We 

need to forge a new ambitious Agenda for poverty eradication and 

sustainable development.  



IFAD, with its strong performance, is concretely contributing  to reduce 

poverty in rural areas. It also plays an important role in keeping food 

security and nutrition high in the Post-2015 Agenda.   

Secondly, at the EU level, 2015 has been declared the European Year for 

Development. It is the first time that a European year has such an outward 

perspective. 

European solidarity is growing. Helping people in developing countries is 

considered important by a large majority of Europeans (85%), according to a 

recent survey. Moreover, in spite of continuing economic challenges, many 

Europeans believe aid should be increased. 

The European Year for Development will be a key opportunity to raise 

awareness of development across Europe, and convince all European 

taxpayers that every euro spent on development benefits both people living 

in the world's poorest countries, and EU citizens themselves.  

In doing so Europe can fruitfully point at its own history. Indeed, the very 

political project of European integration has moved from the conviction that 

sustainable prosperity can be only reached when our neighbors equally 

prosper.  
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We appreciate the longstanding cooperation between IFAD and the EU. In 

2012, they signed a Memorandum of Understanding to further strengthen 

their collaboration. We look forward to concrete results of this renewed 

partnership. 

Thirdly, 2015 is the year of the EXPO in Milan, Italy. The EXPO will 

provide an opportunity to reflect upon the contradictions of our world. On 

the one hand, about 800 million people are chronically undernourished; on 

the other, many die from diseases related to too rich diets and roughly one-

third of all food produced is lost or wasted each year.  

To solve these contradictions we need to make conscious political choices  

and raise awareness among consumers;  we need to use the best technology 

to increase food production and create a balance between food security and 

market efficiency, being cognizant that food price volatility may affect the 

lives of  many.  

This requires action and partnership. The heritage of the EXPO will be the 

Charter of Milan, an act of commitments, signed, for the first time, by 

citizens, institutions, companies, academia and international organizations.  

IFAD, together with FAO, WFP and many other UN Agencies, is an active 

participant in EXPO. In this context, IFAD will also co-organize the 2015 

Global Forum on Remittances and Development.  
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We appreciate IFAD’s leadership and welcome its proposal of proclaiming 

an International Day of Family Remittances, which will be celebrated for the 

first time on June 16th, 2015. This is a way to recognize the clear 

contribution of remittances to overcome poverty and promote a self-

sustained development in many poor countries.  

Implementing the post-2015 Agenda presents complex challenges, but also 

an opportunity to redefine the way we work together to achieve common 

goals.  

Country ownership and leadership are key. Governments have the primary 

responsibility of implementing sustainable economic policies. This includes 

mobilize and use public resources effectively. 

But domestic efforts need to be reinforced by cooperation and solidarity. 

Official development assistance (ODA) will continue to play a central and 

catalytic role, particularly in least developed and vulnerable countries. In 

this context, let me underscore the importance of more effective and better 

targeted ODA.  

Urgent action is also required to mobilize vast private resources to 

complement official assistance and deliver on development objectives. 

Long-term investments are needed in critical sectors, including sustainable 
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energy, infrastructure and transport, as well as information and 

communication technologies.  

In the financing for development, multilateral development banks and funds 

have an important role to play. IFAD is among them. 

IFAD members have recently reaffirmed their support to the Fund with 

generous pledges to the 10th replenishment of its resources, which will allow 

IFAD to implement a program of work of 3 billion US dollar in the period 

2016-2018. On its part, IFAD has taken the ambitious commitment to 

change the life of 80 million people living in rural areas and lift them 

permanently out of poverty. 

Ladies and gentlemen, in conclusion, I believe we have challenging years in 

front of us. We are called to shape a new global partnership for poverty 

eradication and sustainable development. For this partnership to succeed, all 

will have to contribute. Italy is ready to do its part, as, I am sure, it is each 

and every one of you.      

Thank you. 
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